Thursday, April 10, 2003
Deuteronomy 4:1 – 49

In today’s reading Moses stresses the uniqueness of Israel’s God. Only this God could save His people from slavery. Only this God could allow them to hear His voice. No other god existed.  All other gods were merely stone or wood. Since they had never seen their God they were to make no image of Him. This instruction remained with Israel even to the time of Jesus. Pilate, the governor before whom Jesus was tried, often had trouble with the Jews when it came to his displays of the image of Caesar, who was worshiped as a god.

Moses also warned against worshiping the stars and other heavenly bodies. This instruction would have reminded the people of Egypt, where the sun god was revered. Jericho, the city soon to be destroyed on the west side of the Jordan, was dedicated to the moon god. 


The message was clear. Keep God’s law and it will go well with you. If you reject God you will lose everything. God’s love does not fail, but neither does His righteousness. If the people would to listen carefully to God’s statutes and faithfully obey them His protection and blessing would be theirs forever.

There was another reason that the people were to follow God closely. Verse 6 says, “…keep and do them [Gods statutes], ﻿for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people’.”  Through Israel’s faith and obedience, others would be drawn to them and to their God. As we will see, this reason for obedience they never really understood.

Today we understand that we are to be obedient to God, and even to do good works. But we do not do works so that we can be saved, for God has done that already. We do good works and remain obedient out of our love for God and to, as Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)
